
 

 

 

 Ranch Hands Abroad by Kelsey Linsenmeyer 

 Christmas break of my junior year (2014-2015) I went to India on a Global 

Outreach trip and worked specifically with a church there. My team worked with 

the ministry team and the pastor and his family and we went around to schools in 

the surrounding areas and put on programs. These 

programs were musically based with an intermission 

that included an interview about American culture. 

Everyone on my team was musically gifted, except 

me, so I did the interview portion of the program. I 

would talk about my family, how I grew up on a farm, 

and what I was studying in school. Then, depending 

on the context and school, I would talk about pieces 

of my testimony.  

 Many of the schools were not Christian, so at those schools I would talk about 

how my biological father was not in my life and how that gave me a desire to work 

with hurting kids. Many of the kids in India could relate to this because there are so 

many orphans there. I would then talk about how I got involved at Cargo Ranch. I 

would tell them what Cargo was and how I got to build relationships with kids who 

have struggles and show them what love and friendship is. Through sharing this I 

got to talk about God’s love without actually saying it. I have no idea if anyone was 

changed or impacted by this but this is what God led me to say in my interviews so I 

know that He had a plan for me sharing about Cargo Ranch in India. 
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Kelsey and her Cargo buddy, Baron



  Garage Sale Madness by Jamie Adcock 

Each year during Memorial Weekend, Cargo Ranch holds an enormous 

garage sale.  We start preparing weeks, and even months ahead of time.  Donations 

come in from people connected with Cargo, from Heritage Church where the sale is 

held, from friends at 

LifeChurch, and from Oklahoma 

Baptist University as students 

are moving out.  This year, there 

were enough donations to pack a 

garage to the brim. 

 As donations came in, we 

packed them into the garage to 

store.  The week before the sale we unpacked the garage between bouts of rain and 

moved everything to the church.  Amidst mountains of clothing, the items were 

sorted into categories and placed on tables.  With the help of some great volunteers, 

the sale was all set up and organized by the time it began on Friday.  Despite rain 

on both days of the sale, we had a good turnout.  Being able to hold the garage sale 

indoors was a major factor in our success.  The proceeds from the sale go to pay our 

liability insurance, and we were able to raise almost $4,200, which was most of 

what we needed.  Thanks to everyone who helped us with this year’s sale!

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
June 
1 - first day of summer session 
28 - Cargo’s Crazy Circus Rodeo! 
29-30 - Cargo closed for 4th of July week 

July 
1 - Cargo closed for 4th of July week 
22 - last day of summer session 

September 
24 - Cargo Ranch Golf Tournament 
 -be on the lookout for more info!

This semester has 
brought many new faces out 

to the Ranch. We have new 
kids involved in the program, new 
volunteers, and some folks who 
came out as speakers to the 

volunteers.  Each week, the 
volunteers have a meeting prior to 
sessions with kids, and this semester we 
have used part of these meetings as a 

continuing education session.  Amy 
Winter of Integers Mental Health, Jay 
Sampson of Heritage Church, Dr. Scott Pace 
of Oklahoma Baptist University, Officer 
Freeland Wood of the Shawnee Police 
Department, and Dr. Brandon Skaggs of 
Oklahoma Baptist University, have all 
been kind enough to give us their time 
and come speak to us.  They have been a 
great encouragement to us this 
semester, and we look forward to 
hearing from more speakers in the 
future.



How Can You Help? 

If you would like to help support Cargo, there are many ways to do so.  Most 

importantly is PRAYING with us.  The Lord is why we do what we do.  The kiddos, 

their families, and the horses are just the blessings that come along with it. 

Here are some specific things you can join us 

in praying about as we wrap up the spring 

session and head into summer: 

✦ the Gospel will be spoken purposefully 
during each session 

✦ our kids and families would be open to the 
Gospel 

✦ a need for local volunteers, especially 
during the summer 

✦ a meeting barn and parking lot 
improvements so that we do not have to 
cancel due to rain 

When you shop Amazon via Smile, the 

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate .5% of 

the purchase price of your items to the 

eligible charity of your choice.  Just go to 

smile.amazon.com, type “Cargo Ranch” into 

the search bar on the right, hit “Select”, and 

shop Amazon like normal. 

Financial Support 

If  you would like  to  come 
alongside us in the financial 
re spons ib i l i t y  o f  the 
ministry, we thank you.

Donate through PayPal  via 
the link at cargoranch.org

Make out checks to Cargo 
Ranch and mail to:

Cargo Ranch

8895 Coker Road

Shawnee, OK 74804

If  sending  a  check,  please 
cut  out  this  section  and 
include in the envelope.

Please use my donation…

___ wherever it is most 
needed

___ horse care and rescue

___ landscape improvement 
(barns, arenas, etc.)

___ savings

___ other ________________



 

Familiar Faces 
Because many of Cargo’s volunteers are college students, and only in Shawnee for a 
limited period of time, we wanted to provide our families with an update on some of 
the volunteers that can no longer be with us.  We will be catching up with old 
friends in the coming issues of the newsletter. 

Erin (Lowry) Derbecker 

Since my time at Cargo, in the past year, I have gone through 
more changes than I have ever experienced in my life. Most of 
them have been wonderful, but some are challenging. Two 
weeks after graduation, I got married, and moved down to 
Sugar Land, TX. My husband, Elijah, works as a mechanic for 
small aircraft, and I got my first teaching job as a 4th grade 
teacher for a Title 1, urban school in the Houston area. My 
husband and I were able to purchase our first home in April, 
living closer to both our extended families. 

At times, I have had moments in my classroom that reminded 
me of Cargo. When I am working with a struggling student 
who starts to have a breakthrough, the Lord helps me recall 
the times I spent with our kiddos, and the moments of success 
and triumph I was blessed to be a part of. I long for the days of 
quiet conversations at a grooming post, or seeing the thrill of 
experiencing a breakthrough on horse out on the ranch.  

Please pray for me as I continue teaching next year. Pray for me and Elijah, that 
the Lord would continue to guide us to be good stewards of all He has blessed us 
with. 

Erin and her husband, 
Elijah, on their 
wedding day.

Sitting at a picnic table one of the last sessions of Cargo, the volunteers were talking 
about what Cargo has meant to them over the past year.  Of the answers, many 

centered on Cargo being a safe place, a place where they felt loved and removed from 
the cares of the outside world.  This is what we desire for the kids that come out to 
Cargo.  We want Cargo to be a safe place where they can come to know God’s love.  
In our effort to create this for our kids, we have also created this for the volunteers 
and staff.  Each of us have been blessed with a community of love and support, and 

we hope that through us our Cargo kids can have that same love and support.
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