
 

 
 

Balloons in the Sky 
written by Kelsey Linsenmeyer, Student Intern 

 

On October 11, 2016, Cargo volunteers and kids had 
the opportunity to come together as one and 
celebrate the birthday of Brittany and Josh’s mother, 
who passed away five years ago, by releasing 
balloons. As we joined together we prayed and 
thanked God for the memories that Brittany and 
Josh had of their mother and that she now was in a 
place of eternal rest and joy with her Heavenly 
Father. There was beauty in releasing the balloons 
and watching them drift away but it was also a 
bittersweet moment. Many of us know what it is like 
to lose someone who is near and dear to the heart 

and the pain that comes with that. Drawing near to the 
Lord in times of hardship and finding community is the 
only healthy way to find true joy after dealing with the 
death of a loved one. During the releasing of the 
balloons, it became not only a celebration of the birthday 
of a lost loved one, but it also became a celebration of 
another loved one walking through Heaven’s gates as 
one of our volunteer’s mothers passed away after a long 
battle of cancer.  
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Balloons in the Sky, cont. 

The thing I have grown to love most about Cargo Ranch is 
the community. Once you walk past the gate and step on 
grounds for the first time, you are accepted. No one cares 
what you look like. No one cares how old you are. No one 
cares about the mistakes you’ve made in the past. You are 
simply accepted for who you are and YOU ARE LOVED. 
We all struggle and battle the hardships of life, but at Cargo 
Ranch we choose to walk alongside one another and 
encourage one another. The day we released the balloons will 
be a memory that I will always hold close to my heart.  

 

  

Important Dates: 

March 21 - First day of Spring Session 

April 22 - Cargo Ranch 5k 
We would love for you to be a runner or a sponsor!

Cargo would like to express condolences to the families of long-time supporters David Hammons 
and Julia Neel, and thank those who gave donations in their memory.  Please be praying for their 

families, and for two of our volunteers who recently lost parents.



Rodeo Recap     written by Jamie Adcock, Administrative Assistant 

We had a blast at the annual Cargo Crazy Circus Rodeo this fall! 
If you’re thinking, “Wait, isn’t that usually in the 
summer?” you aren’t going crazy.  On that account, 
at least.  This year we tried something new with the 
Rodeo.  A lot of somethings, actually. 

First off, we tried a different date.  Since we’ve 
started having the Rodeo we have gone from the 
end of July - super hot, super sweaty - to the end of 
June - still hot, still sweaty - to the end of October.  
Aside from the cooler weather, we hoped to use the new date as a conclusion to the year’s 
sessions.  We were able to use one of our favorite events as a farewell party for our kids and 
families before the winter break. 

The character of the Rodeo was different as well - in a really fun 
way.  In the past, the Rodeo has been program-oriented, with 
the introduction of our kids, special events and games done by 
our kids in the arena, and ending with a big send-off line dance.  
This year was much more of a carnival-type atmosphere.  We 
still started with introduction of kids and colors, had our 
mummy-making contest (parents and mentors look really funny 

wrapped in rolls of toilet paper) and ended with a very amateur line dance because, why mess 
with a good thing? 

Instead of our usual sit-down-and-watch program in the middle, though, 
we had different games and contests that you would find at a carnival or 
festival.  Our kids that wanted to do so still had a chance to show their 
families the horsemanship skills they had learned over the year.  They 
were able to take turns riding on an obstacle course set out in the arena 
while the carnival games were going on.  In the past, we had noticed that 



How Can You Help? 

If you would like to help support Cargo, there are 
many ways to do so.  Most importantly is PRAYING 
with us.  The Lord is why we do what we do.  The 
kiddos, their families, and the horses are just the 
blessings that come along with it. 

Here are some specific things you can join us in 
praying about this winter: 

✦ Our kids.  Cargo is not in session during the 
winter months, so pray for our kids during 
the times we don’t get to see them. 

✦ Horse feed.  Winter means no grass for the 
horses to chow down on.  This means hay 
and horse feed are consumed at a much 
faster rate than during the warmer, greener 
months.  We use a horse feed that is great for 
our herd, but more expensive than some.  So, 
we ask for the Lord’s provision. 

✦ Weather.  Horse care gets harder as 
temperatures grow colder and water turns to 
ice. 

✦ Preparation.  Winter is the only season when 
we don’t have sessions with the kids, so it is 
a good planning time - if we are focused 
enough to use it. 

 

When you shop Amazon via Smile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate .5% of the purchase price of 
your items to the eligible charity of your choice.  Just go to smile.amazon.com, type “Cargo Ranch” into the 
search bar on the right, hit “Select”, and shop Amazon like normal. 

Financial Support 

If  you would like  to  come 
alongside us in the financial 
re spons ib i l i t y  o f  the 
ministry, we thank you.

Donate through PayPal  via 
the link at cargoranch.org

Make out checks to Cargo 
Ranch and mail to:

Cargo Ranch

8895 Coker Road

Shawnee, OK 74804

If  sending  a  check,  please 
cut  out  this  section  and 
include in the envelope.

Please use my donation…

___ wherever it is most 
needed

___ horse care and rescue

___ landscape improvement 
(barns, arenas, etc.)

___ savings

___ other ________________

Like the newsletter? Want it in email form?

Let us know.

Email carrie@cargoranch.org and tell us to email you the newsletter.

http://smile.amazon.com
mailto:carrie@cargoranch.org
mailto:carrie@cargoranch.org


Rodeo Recap, cont. 

having everyone focused on the events in the arena created too 
much pressure for some of our more sensitive kids.  We felt this 
new set-up would be a good way for all of our kids, with each of 
their special abilities and personalities, to enjoy the Rodeo. 

While the riding was 
going on, so were all sorts 
of games and other fun 

things.  Friends and churches lent us games like Bean 
Bag Toss, Blongo Ball, 9-Square, and Gaga Pit.  We 
made football tosses, yard Twister, and an awesome 
jailhouse.  We had guess-the-candy jars, face-painting, 
stories around the campfire, a rubber duck pond, and 
even a unicorn.  Some of our church partners came to help set up and run the booths, and the 
awesome people from Paul’s Place cooked hamburgers and hotdogs.  Candy and fun were had by 
all! 

All in all, this year was a really special time.  Our goals for the Rodeo were: 1. celebrate the kids, 2. 
invest in the kids’ families, and 3. share about the Lord and the 
vision of Cargo.  Each of these goals were accomplished, and the 
smiles on the faces of kids, families, and volunteers alike were 
wonderful to behold.  If you weren’t able to come and celebrate 
Under the Harvest Moon with us this year, make plans to next 
year.  If this year is any indication, it’s sure to be a great day! 

Thank you again to all of  our 
special volunteers and to those who 
lent/donated items for the Rodeo.  
You helped make it a great event!
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