
 

 
 

Behold 
by Chris Sanford, volunteer and board member 

“Behold,	I	am	doing	a	new	thing;	now	it	springs	forth,	do	you	not	perceive	it?	I	
will	make	a	way	in	the	wilderness	and	rivers	in	the	desert.”	Isaiah	43:19	ESV.		

As	we	prepare	for	a	new	season	at	Cargo,	I	appreciate	being	able	to	step	back	and	reJlect	

upon	what	this	last	season	has	brought	forth.	Last	season’s	theme	verse	from	Isaiah	seems	so	Jitting	

for	a	place	like	Cargo.	For	many,	it	is	a	place	of	“Jirsts,”	a	place	where	God	is	continually	doing	

something	new	in	our	lives.	Whether	it	be	the	Jirst	time	on	a	horse	or	the	Jirst	time	feeding	catJish,	

Cargo	is	a	place	where	many	will	experience	their	“Jirst”	something.	For	me,	this	has	included	the	Jirst	

time	riding	bareback,	the	Jirst	place	I	scooped	poo,	and,	most	recently,	the	Jirst	opportunity	I	have	

been	given	to	serve	on	the	board	of	a	nonproJit.	My	most	special	Jirst	at	Cargo,	however,	is	the	Jirst	

time	I	felt	like	I	had	a	voice.	It	was	realizing	the	chance	to	

impact	a	life	on	a	personal	level.	I	didn’t	realize	how	strong	of	

an	impact	it	could	be	until	I	had	to	miss	a	semester	of	Cargo	

due	to	a	new	job	and	graduate	school.	This	past	fall,	I	was	

unable	to	be	there	for	the	kids.	It	was	difJicult	knowing	that	

the	need	was	there,	while	I	had	to	sit	in	class.	Thankfully,	I	

could	join	back	in	the	spring	though.	I	knew	my	time	at	Cargo	

was	valuable	when	multiple	kids	came	up	to	me	my	Jirst	time	back	to	tell	me	I	had	been	missed.	It	

was	then	that	I	realized	that	these	kids	care.	They	care	for	the	Cargo	family	just	as	we	care	for	them.	

This	Jirst	–	the	realization	that	I	could	make	an	impact	on	their	lives	–	was	the	encouragement	I	
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needed.	For	the	kids,	the	list	of	Jirsts	goes	on	and	on.	They	will	experience	many	of	the	same	Jirsts	

that	the	volunteers	enjoy.		

I	wasn’t	sure	how	Cargo	would	Jit	into	my	life	post-undergrad	at	OBU.	Now,	I	Jind	myself	

working	in	the	Cargo	Jinance	ofJice	–	aka	my	laptop	wherever	I	can	Jind	a	desk	–	more	often	than	I	

Jind	myself	horseback.	This	new	Jirst	is	also	a	favorite	because	I	can	

volunteer	the	skills	I	have	spent	the	past	four	years	learning.	I	look	

forward	to	many	more	Jirsts	at	Cargo.	Just	as	importantly,	I	hope	to	step	

back	each	time	and	truly	behold	what	God	is	continually	doing	in	my	life	

through	Cargo.	Each	Jirst	I	have	experienced	at	Cargo	has	been	important	

in	my	life	in	one	way	or	another.	Though	Cargo	staff	may	wish	otherwise	

(as	I	give	them	more	paperwork),	I	cannot	wait	to	see	what	the	next	“Jirst”	is	because	God	has	done	

breathtaking	works	in	my	life	at	Cargo.	

In the Summertime 
by Jamie Adcock, volunteer and administrative assistant 

	 Let’s	face	it,	summertime	in	Oklahoma	is	HOT.		Sweat,	dirt,	and	heat	

exhaustion	easily	come	to	mind	when	I	think	about	a	Cargo	summer,	or	an	

Oklahoma	summer	in	general.		Because	of	this,	our	summer	sessions	look	

different	from	our	sessions	during	the	rest	of	the	year.	Instead	of	sessions	in	

the	afternoon,	we	meet	in	the	morning	and	later	in	the	evening.		This	year	

our	horses	were	completely	on	vacation	during	the	month	of	June	(except	

when	a	few	of	them	became	canvases	for	some	Picassos-in-the-making).	We	

also	have	fewer	volunteers	around	during	the	summer,	so	dynamics	change	from	one-on-one	

mentorship	to	a	group	setting.	

Important Dates: 

October 17 - Fall Party 
October 24 - Fall Party, last day of fall sessions 

October 29- Cargo Crazy Circus Rodeo



	Change	is	hard	for	a	lot	of	our	kids	(and	for	me,	too).		Many	of	them	

were	very	disappointed	when	they	learned	they	would	not	be	able	

to	ride	over	the	summer.		Others	were	sad	that	their	favorite	mentor	

would	not	be	around.		As	hard	as	that	disappointment	and	sadness	

can	be,	this	summer	was	really	good	because	of	those	changes.	

	Needing	to	do	activities	as	groups	enabled	our	kids	to	spend	time	

with	each	other.		Many	of	these	guys	struggle	with	making	friends.		

Some	are	bullied	at	school.		This	summer,	though,	I	was	able	to	see	kids	connecting	with	

each	other	in	ways	that	surprised	me.		A	couple	of	kids	that	I	never	would	have	expected	

to	become	friends	wound	up	chattering	back	and	forth	the	whole	time	they	were	

together.		For	the	most	part,	our	kids	were	encouraging	and	accepting	of	each	other	in	

ways	that	warmed	my	heart.	

	 With	our	horses	on	vacation,	we	were	able	to	all	participate	in	activities	our	

horse-riding	kids	don’t	often	get	to	do.		We	made	trips	to	feed	the	catJish	that	wound	up	

with	kids	catching	minnows.		We	got	a	glimpse	of	some	incredible	talent	at	the	art	table.		

Group	games	like	Headbandz	were	favorites.	The	Jishing	pond	was	very	popular	and	

kept	us	mentors	busy	with	baiting	hooks	and	removing	Jish.		Water	week	came	complete	

with	a	huge	obstacle	course	and	children	chasing	each	other	and	the	mentors	with	

improvised	water	guns.		We	were	able	to	have	a	lot	of	

fun	this	summer	while	learning	to	be	open	to	change	

and	open	to	new	friendships.	

 



How Can You Help? 

If you would like to help support Cargo, there are 
many ways to do so.  Most importantly is PRAYING 
with us.  The Lord is why we do what we do.  The 
kiddos, their families, and the horses are just the 
blessings that come along with it. 

Here are some specific things you can join us in 
praying about as we begin fall sessions: 

✦ Back to school. Our kids are still adjusting to 
new teachers, new challenges, and new 
opportunities. 

✦ New volunteers. This is the time of year 
when we get many new volunteers. Pray that  
the Lord blesses the new relationships that 
are beginning. 

✦ Funds for Thrive.  Thrive is a horse feed that 
is great for the needs of our herd - many of 
our horses are rescues or older horses that 
greatly benefit from this feed. 

 

 

 

Financial Support 

If  you would like  to  come 
alongside us in the financial 
re spons ib i l i t y  o f  the 
ministry, we thank you.

Donate through PayPal  via 
the link at cargoranch.org

Make out checks to Cargo 
Ranch and mail to:

Cargo Ranch

8895 Coker Road

Shawnee, OK 74804

If  sending  a  check,  please 
cut  out  this  section  and 
include in the envelope.

Please use my donation…

___ wherever it is most 
needed

___ horse care and rescue

___ landscape improvement 
(barns, arenas, etc.)

___ savings

___ other ________________

Like the newsletter?  Want it in email form?  Let us know.

Email carrie@cargoranch.org and tell us to email you the newsletter.

When you shop Amazon via Smile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate .5% of 
the purchase price of your items to the eligible charity of your choice.  Just go to 
smile.amazon.com, type “Cargo Ranch” into the search bar on the right, hit “Select”, 
and shop Amazon like normal.

mailto:carrie@cargoranch.org
http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
mailto:carrie@cargoranch.org


Why I Cargo Ranched by Katie Ward, graduated volunteer 

 Four years ago I moved 3.5 hours from home to Shawnee, Oklahoma, as a freshman attending 

Oklahoma Baptist University. I came to Cargo through Serve Shawnee, an event featured in Welcome 

Week, OBU’s version of Freshman Orientation. I spent my first day at Cargo working in the gardens with 

Katherine Holmer, a Cargo volunteer who was then a senior at OBU. While we worked, Katherine shared 

stories about her time at Cargo and answered any questions we had. I knew from that first day that I 

wanted to volunteer at Cargo Ranch. What I did not know was how much Cargo 

would mean to me after four years of service.  

 Originally, I began volunteering because I wanted to find a way to serve in my 

new community. The volunteers I met seemed nice, the co-founders were 

passionate about their mission, and they said they always need new volunteers. 

While I had never worked with horses before, I was told that was not a problem. 

Over time, Cargo became my home away from home. I found a place where I had 

to put aside my own struggles and think about how to serve others (both fellow 

volunteers and the kids who came out to Cargo). My fellow volunteers always had my back, whether that be 

giving me a hand during a session with a kid, or praying through tough times with me. I never left Cargo 

feeling discouraged.  

 This past year, 2016-2017, has been one of my favorite 

years at Cargo. I was able to see my Cargo kid ride off-line for 

the first time. Then during Spring 2017 session, I was paired 

with the same girl again. Due to rain, we spent an evening 

playing with plastic horses. We ended up acting out an entire 

Tuesday night session with the toys. I was encouraged to see 

that she truly understood what we did with the actual horses.  

 I graduated from OBU this past May and made the difficult decision to move away from 

Shawnee. The little town had grown on me, especially the ranch just 15 minutes north of town. 



Cargo Ranch

8895 Coker Road

Shawnee, OK 74804

NONPROFIT 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Shawnee, OK 

Permit 37

Address Service Requested


