
 

 
 

Beautiful Things 
written by Matt Welborn, volunteer 

As I was driving home after my final session at Cargo Ranch, I gushed out tears. 

I cried tears of sadness because I am going to miss Cargo.  I cried tears of love because Cargo is a place 
where my family-away-from-family is.  I cried tears of gratitude because of the memories I shared there 
with friends and youth and horses.  And I cried tears of great joy because God uses Cargo to make 
beautiful things out of the broken - us. 

While I was driving, I was also listening to a song called “Beautiful Things.” 

The chorus of “Beautiful Things” goes: “You make beautiful things. / You make beautiful things out of the 
dust. / You make beautiful things. / You make beautiful things out of us.” 

It was a perfect summation of the last four years of Cargo Ranch - for myself, for other volunteers, for the 
kids, for their families, for the horses, and for many others who encounter Cargo Ranch in various ways.  
God has turned so many of us into beautiful things through the power and love of Jesus. 

Because, as a book I read recently says, “We are all broken by something.  We have all hurt someone and 
have been hurt.  We all share the condition of brokenness…”  And the only way to be healed of this 

brokenness is through Jesus, who was broken in 
our place on the cross.  Yet, Jesus also rose from 
the dead.  Through Jesus, we can also be taken 
out of death into life, out of brokenness into 
healing. 

That’s exactly what has happened at Cargo these 
last four years.  And I know God has more in the 
storehouses saved up for Cargo Ranch. 

More grace.  More love.  More power.  More 
hope.  More peace.  More Jesus. 
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Moving On 

A big congratulations to all of the Cargo graduates! 

Six of our volunteers graduated from Oklahoma Baptist 
University and… 

Kevin is our first Cargo kid to graduate high school while 
being in the program!!! 

Garage Sale Days 

Every year, Cargo puts on an enormous garage sale to raise 
money for our liability insurance.  We gather lots of donations 

from OBU and from community members.  Insurance costs go up every year, and every year 
the Lord increases his provision.  Despite the loss of our normal Friday night crowd due to 
threat of rain, he blessed us with our goal - and some great memories. 

June 29: Last day of summer sessions 
July 6: workday, 9-noon 
July 13: workday, 9-noon 
July 20: workday, 9-noon 
July 27: workday, 9-noon 

August 27: Cargo volunteer training 
September 6: First day of fall sessions 
September 10: Cargo volunteer training 

Important Dates



A Short Life Story     written by Mr. Jeff, volunteer 

When I was born, the Doc looked down and said to me, 

“Young fella, when you grow up, what do you want to be?” 

“Cowboy,” I said with no pause or stop. 

Silence fell on the delivery room, ya’ coulda heard a pin drop. 

The nurses squirmed; Doc’s face turned red. 

“What’s the matter?  Was it something I said?” 

“See here, young man, life is reality; 

‘Cowboy’ is not something you can really be.” 

“You don’t live on a ranch; your dad’s in the Air 
Force! 

You’ll move all the time and never own a horse!” 

“If you don’t want to end up a statistic, 

You have to keep your goals realistic!” 

Well, now I’m gray and getting kind of old. 

Most of my life story has already been told. 

The trails I’ve rode, the horses I’ve broke, 

The young cowboys I’ve taught to ride and rope; 

The lives I’ve touched through Jesus Christ 

Because I chose the cowboy life. 

By the way, thanks for the advice, Doc. 

Ride your dream, 

Cowboy Fred  



How Can You Help? 

If you would like to help support Cargo, there are 
many ways to do so.  Most importantly is PRAYING 
with us.  The Lord is why we do what we do.  The 
kiddos, their families, and the horses are just the 
blessings that come along with it. 

Here are some specific things you can join us in 
praying about this spring and into summer: 

✦ Addition of new board members 
✦ Need for dirt, gravel, and a person willing to 

work on the road that runs through Cargo - 
it has been a challenge to us since the very 
beginning. 

✦ Summer volunteers 
✦ Someone to mow Cargo grounds 
✦ New graduates, both Cargo kids and 

volunteers 
✦ Trying different summer scheduling 

 

When you shop Amazon via Smile, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate .5% of the purchase price of your 
items to the eligible charity of your choice.  Just go to smile.amazon.com, type “Cargo Ranch” into the 
search bar on the right, hit “Select”, and shop Amazon like normal. 

Financial Support 

If  you would like  to  come 
alongside us in the financial 
re spons ib i l i t y  o f  the 
ministry, we thank you.

Donate through PayPal  via 
the link at cargoranch.org

Make out checks to Cargo 
Ranch and mail to:

Cargo Ranch

8895 Coker Road

Shawnee, OK 74804

If  sending  a  check,  please 
cut  out  this  section  and 
include in the envelope.

Please use my donation…

___ wherever it is most 
needed

___ horse care and rescue

___ landscape improvement 
(barns, arenas, etc.)

___ savings

___ other ________________

Like the newsletter? Want it in email form?

Let us know.

Email carrie@cargoranch.org and tell us to email you the newsletter.

http://smile.amazon.com
mailto:carrie@cargoranch.org
mailto:carrie@cargoranch.org


Familiar Faces 

 Hello! My name is Davey Billings, and I was a volunteer from 
2010 to 2014 while I was a student at Oklahoma Baptist University.  
Since graduating, I have gotten married to my wonderful wife, Sarah 
(Yay!), and have moved to Wake Forest, North Carolina to pursue a 
Master’s at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.  After moving, 
I was faced with some very intense homesickness.  There were thoughts 
of giving up and many sleepless nights full of tears and wondering if we 
had made a mistake, but God used this time to teach me many things 
about myself, about marriage, and about Him. 

 First, God wants us to rely on Him.  Second, God provides.  Third, God 
changes plans all the time, and that’s okay. 

 I will graduate from here in December and plan on taking a much-needed 
academic break.  Hopefully, though, I will pursue a PhD later on.  Teaching 
languages (or anything, really) is what my mind constantly comes back to, 
something that God has given me as a calling.  Now, discerning where 
exactly I am to teach has been a great question that God has not yet 
answered, however, God also seems to be leading us to plant a church.  We 
have recently traveled to Oregon with some friends who have invited us to 
plant with them in Portland.  We are still praying through this decision, and 
whether or not we go, God has taught us many things in praying with a 
purpose. 

 We miss home greatly and try to visit as often as possible, which unfortunately is not that 
much, but we try to be connected as 
much as possible while being 
present here.  We love everybody 
back home dearly, and look forward 
to continuing doing life with them!
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